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Date: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

 I am writing to you regarding the amendments being considered for The Medical Assistance in 

Dying (MAID) Act.  It is my understanding that the Government is considering allowing advance directives, 

permitting “mature” minors access to MAID, and permitting the mentally ill access to MAID.  This deeply 

concerns me. 

 

 The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice, was quoted as saying that Canadian Society 

has evolved, and public opinion has moved to open the availability of MAID to more Canadians.  I have 

and do oppose MAID and I oppose allowing more people to access MAID by expanding the eligibility 

criteria.  I believe that society has evolved when we recognize and protect the gift of life.  In order to 

protect life and to protect the vulnerable, more resources should be put into palliative care.  

 

 In the case of advance directives, there is no way of knowing if a person still wishes MAID when 

they can no longer make or express decisions for themselves.  This puts an intolerable burden on those 

who are appointed to make that decision and could lead to an abuse of MAID.  In the case of minors,  no 

matter how mature they might appear, they cannot fully appreciate what a life lived can lead to and what 

they are giving up.  They are too susceptible to the influence of parents, peers, and other adults.  By 

allowing those that are suffering from a mental illness to access MAID, all hope of recovery is being 

rejected.  Further, there is a lack of medical expertise to be able to pronounce that a person suffering 

from a psychiatric illness is irremediable.  Those with mental illness are even more vulnerable given the 

lack of medical treatment presently available to them.  In all, the effect of amending the eligibility criteria 

is to put vulnerable people into an even more vulnerable position. 

 

 An evolved society accepts that in life there is suffering and that all life is to be cherished and 

protected.  An evolved and caring society should focus on the vulnerable, providing them with the support 

and care that they require in their hour of need; not make it easier for them to end that life.   

 

Yours truly, 

 

 



Date: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

 I am writing to you regarding the amendments being considered for The Medical Assistance in 

Dying (MAID) Act.  It is my understanding that the Government is considering allowing advance directives, 

permitting “mature” minors access to MAID, and permitting the mentally ill access to MAID.  This deeply 

concerns me. 

 

 The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice, was quoted as saying that Canadian Society 

has evolved, and public opinion has moved to open the availability of MAID to more Canadians.  I have 

and do oppose MAID and I oppose allowing more people to access MAID by expanding the eligibility 

criteria.  I believe that society has evolved when we recognize and protect the gift of life.  In order to 

protect life and to protect the vulnerable, more resources should be put into palliative care.  

 

 In the case of advance directives, there is no way of knowing if a person still wishes MAID when 

they can no longer make or express decisions for themselves.  This puts an intolerable burden on those 

who are appointed to make that decision and could lead to an abuse of MAID.  In the case of minors,  no 

matter how mature they might appear, they cannot fully appreciate what a life lived can lead to and what 

they are giving up.  They are too susceptible to the influence of parents, peers, and other adults.  By 

allowing those that are suffering from a mental illness to access MAID, all hope of recovery is being 

rejected.  Further, there is a lack of medical expertise to be able to pronounce that a person suffering 

from a psychiatric illness is irremediable.  Those with mental illness are even more vulnerable given the 

lack of medical treatment presently available to them.  In all, the effect of amending the eligibility criteria 

is to put vulnerable people into an even more vulnerable position. 

 

 An evolved society accepts that in life there is suffering and that all life is to be cherished and 

protected.  An evolved and caring society should focus on the vulnerable, providing them with the support 

and care that they require in their hour of need; not make it easier for them to end that life.   

 

Yours truly, 

 

 



Date: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

The Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

 I am writing to you regarding the amendments being considered for The Medical Assistance in 

Dying (MAID) Act.  It is my understanding that the Government is considering allowing advance directives, 

permitting “mature” minors access to MAID, and permitting the mentally ill access to MAID.  This deeply 

concerns me. 

 

 The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice, was quoted as saying that Canadian Society 

has evolved, and public opinion has moved to open the availability of MAID to more Canadians.  I have 

and do oppose MAID and I oppose allowing more people to access MAID by expanding the eligibility 

criteria.  I believe that society has evolved when we recognize and protect the gift of life.  In order to 

protect life and to protect the vulnerable, more resources should be put into palliative care.  

 

 In the case of advance directives, there is no way of knowing if a person still wishes MAID when 

they can no longer make or express decisions for themselves.  This puts an intolerable burden on those 

who are appointed to make that decision and could lead to an abuse of MAID.  In the case of minors,  no 

matter how mature they might appear, they cannot fully appreciate what a life lived can lead to and what 

they are giving up.  They are too susceptible to the influence of parents, peers, and other adults.  By 

allowing those that are suffering from a mental illness to access MAID, all hope of recovery is being 

rejected.  Further, there is a lack of medical expertise to be able to pronounce that a person suffering 

from a psychiatric illness is irremediable.  Those with mental illness are even more vulnerable given the 

lack of medical treatment presently available to them.  In all, the effect of amending the eligibility criteria 

is to put vulnerable people into an even more vulnerable position. 

 

 An evolved society accepts that in life there is suffering and that all life is to be cherished and 

protected.  An evolved and caring society should focus on the vulnerable, providing them with the support 

and care that they require in their hour of need; not make it easier for them to end that life.   

 

Yours truly, 

 

 



Date: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

Terry Duguid, Member of Parliament 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

 I am writing to you regarding the amendments being considered for The Medical Assistance in 

Dying (MAID) Act.  It is my understanding that the Government is considering allowing advance directives, 

permitting “mature” minors access to MAID, and permitting the mentally ill access to MAID.  This deeply 

concerns me. 

 

 The Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice, was quoted as saying that Canadian Society 

has evolved, and public opinion has moved to open the availability of MAID to more Canadians.  I have 

and do oppose MAID and I oppose allowing more people to access MAID by expanding the eligibility 

criteria.  I believe that society has evolved when we recognize and protect the gift of life.  In order to 

protect life and to protect the vulnerable, more resources should be put into palliative care.  

 

 In the case of advance directives, there is no way of knowing if a person still wishes MAID when 

they can no longer make or express decisions for themselves.  This puts an intolerable burden on those 

who are appointed to make that decision and could lead to an abuse of MAID.  In the case of minors,  no 

matter how mature they might appear, they cannot fully appreciate what a life lived can lead to and what 

they are giving up.  They are too susceptible to the influence of parents, peers, and other adults.  By 

allowing those that are suffering from a mental illness to access MAID, all hope of recovery is being 

rejected.  Further, there is a lack of medical expertise to be able to pronounce that a person suffering 

from a psychiatric illness is irremediable.  Those with mental illness are even more vulnerable given the 

lack of medical treatment presently available to them.  In all, the effect of amending the eligibility criteria 

is to put vulnerable people into an even more vulnerable position. 

 

 An evolved society accepts that in life there is suffering and that all life is to be cherished and 

protected.  An evolved and caring society should focus on the vulnerable, providing them with the support 

and care that they require in their hour of need; not make it easier for them to end that life.   

 

Yours truly, 

 

 


